Successful treatment of progressive stage 4s hepatic neuroblastoma in a neonate with intra-arterial chemoembolization.
Stage 4s neuroblastoma (NB) is a unique entity seen in infants less than 1 year of age, with metastatic disease confined to liver, skin, or bone marrow. Despite metastatic spread, stage 4s NB has a favorable outcome. An exception to this is seen in neonates who present with progressive enlargement of the liver with secondary respiratory compromise and liver failure. We describe a 4-week-old neonate who presented with 4s NB, with a rapidly enlarging liver, resulting in respiratory and hepatic failure, who had a rapid, sustained, and ongoing response to chemoembolization of the hepatic artery. This approach is feasible at this age, and may be effective in improving the outcome in this group of patients.